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The postal service has been created primarily for message transportation. Mail-coach 
has turned gradually into stage-coach with money transportation. Postal carriages have 
been the objects of everyone’s desire, which has meant to many intrigues recorded in 
French History. 
 
 
The Courier of Lyons (1796) 
 
The most famous case is the Courier of Lyons. It begins with a criminal story : the attack 
of a mail-coach in 1796, which has meant to the murder of the postilion and his courier, 
and the robbery of 80000 French livres and 7 million assignats (paper money), which 
were aimed to Napoleon’s army in Italy. This fact has turned into a judiciary battle, in 
which 5 men were convicted. Among these criminals, one man caught everyone’s 
attention : Joseph Lesurques, which has split public opinion… 
 
 
The « heist of the century » (1971) 
 
The case of the Strasbourg’s General Post Office is just as incredible, since it was 
considered as « the heist of the century » ! How have 11 million francs been robbed 
under security guards’ and cops’ very nose, without a shot being fired ? An important 
police operation has been launched in order to catch the perpetrators, which will be well-
known under the name “Gang des Lyonnais”. 
 
 
The Billion of Mulhouse (1972) 
 
A year after, a similar robbery happened. However, the perpetrators have operated by 
night and have benefited of the lack of guards’ surveillance. They also have shut the 
safe door with care, before going out with their loot, which amounts to 11 million francs. 
They haven’t been caught yet… 
 
 
Other stories… 
 
Other stories, but darker ones, can be told : The « Frintz and Luntz » case, which 
relates the murder of a post agent in Strasbourg and the robbery of 230000 francs. This 
case was the talk of the town in 1920 and 1921, because of its violence and its 
submissions (executions by guillotine). 
 
 
 
WHAT’S IN THIS EXHIBITION :  
Detailed accounts of the events. 
Reconstruction of a life-sized mail-coach, which was attacked on April, 27th 1796. 
Maps of the 1795/6 post routes and locations. 
Letters and items from the evoked times. 
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SEE AS WELL: 

2 permanent exhibitions : 
 

« The mail on horseback » : 
A collection of life sized mail coaches, 
unique in France and all the other things 
connected to the mail on horseback 
(uniforms, badges and boots of the 
postilions, the miniature model of a post 
station, signs of stations and post 
books...) 

 

 

 

« 2000 years of postal and 
telecommunication history » : 
A journey through 2000 years of postal - 
and telecommunication history, from the 
time of the romans until today, especially 
in the Alsace and the Rhineland 
(paintings, engravings, costumes, 
reconstructed scenes, models, 
apparatus, some of them still functioning, 
telephone centrals...) 

 

THE MUSEUM IS ALSO... 

                 
 
A post office: collector stamps on sale, sheet of stamps, ready franked envelopes 
with regional motives... 
 
A place to relax: drinks machine for hot and cold drinks… 
 
A specialised shop : Books, postcards, writing utensils, regional products... 
A large-format commemorative postmark with the inscription « L’Affaire du Courrier 
de Lyon et autres agressions aux postes » and the actual date will be stamped on 
each letter and postcard posted in the museum. 
 
 
 
For all enquiries concerning visual images, please contact Jean-François FLORES 
((0033) 3 89 47 93 80 / jf@shpta.com). 

 
 



 

 
 

EVENTS 2016 
-Schedule- 
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FACTS 
Opening times : 
From March, 24th to November, 1st 
And during Christmas markets,daily 
from 10 a.m. to 17.30 p.m. 
 
Château 
F - 68340 RIQUEWIHR 
Tel : (0033) 3 89 47 93 80 
Fax : (0033) 3 89 47 84 71 
Internet : www.shpta.com 
E-mail : musee@shpta.com 
Facebook : http://minilien.fr/a0ntie 
 

 
TARIFFS 
Adults : 5,00 € 
Children : 2,50 € 
Adult groups : 4,00 € 
School groups : 2,00 € 
Families : 11,00 € 
 
Seniors, students, disabled persons 
: reduced fee : 3,00 € 
 
Guided tours - French, English, 
German (maximal 30 Persons) : 
additional : 35,00 € 
(for groups with more than 30 
persons : please contact us) 
 
The Museum is member of : 
 

 
 
 

 
SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS (entrance fee : 2,50 €) : 
From March, 24th to November 1st : « History and tales of the Castle of the counts 
Wurttemberg-Montbéliard» 
After years of restoration (walls, roof and windows), the castle of the counts of 
Wurttemberg-Montbéliard, where the museum is situated, has regained its former 
splendour. 
So that it has deserved to set up an exhibition, which relates the history of this castle, 
which was built in 1540 under the leadership of George of Wurttemberg. After being a 
manor house, it has turned into national property, municipal school and exhibition 
space. The castle of the counts Wurttemberg-Montbéliard has preserved its status as an 
architectural gem over the epochs, among the splendid houses of the city of the Dolder. 
 
With also « The school of former days in the castle of Riquewihr »: a classroom 
from the early 1900’s, to remind times, when the building housed the school of 
Riquewihr from 1861 until 1970. 
 
6-9th May : exhibition related to radio-telegraphy (in accordance the international 
Electronics flea market of Riquewihr – See Events 2016). 
 
From November 26th to December 27th 2016 : « Letters to Santa Claus » : History of 
this French postal service since 1962, with a selection of letters written by children, to 
which Santa Claus and his secretary answer with care… 
 
Events : 
Calendar incomplete 
 
May, 7th  : ELECTRONICS FLEA MARKET 
Organised by the committee for historical radio collections (CHCR)  
 
May,21st  : NIGHT OF THE MUSEUMS 
the opening time of the  museum is extended until 23h00 
Guided tours every hour from 18h00 onwards 

FLAT PRICE : 1,00 € FROM 17h30 ONWARDS 
 
September 17th-18th : EUROPEEN DAYS OF MONUMENTS 
Guided tours Saturday and Sunday 11h00 and 15h30. 

FLAT PRICE : 1,00 € 
 
November, 27th until December, 27th : CHRISTMAS MARKET OF THE MUSEUMS 
Prolongation of permanent and temporary exhibitions + writing workshop for your letter 
to Santa Claus (with a special mailbox) + Christmas shop (with products of regional 
craftsmanship).  

FLAT PRICE  : 2,50 € 
 
The museum is managed by the association « Société d'Histoire de La Poste et de 
France Télécom en Alsace » of which all person, desiring to support the museum, can 
become members (information on www.shpta.com). Donations welcome! 
 
A big thank you to our partners : 
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THE TELEGRAPH CHAPPE: 
GENERALS – EVENTS 2016 

 

 
 
FACTS : 
Opening hours: 
From May, 15th to September, 18th 
from 13 p.m. to 18 p.m. 
Daily except Monday 
 

 
 
Information and reservation : 
SHPTA 
7, rue de la Fonderie 
Phone : (0033) 3.88.52.98.99 
Fax : (0033) 3.88.52.18.11 
Web page: www.shpta.com 
E-Mail: 
angelique.pyrdziak@orange.fr 
Facebook : http://minilien.fr/a0ntie 

 
 

 

 

GENERALS : 
France was the first country to possess since 1794 a communications network, thanks 
to the invention of the optical telegraph by Claude Chappe. This system, which was 
based on visual signals, formed the first worldwide communications network. 
 

LOCATION : 
The station was first situated inside the castle of the Haut-Barr (481 m), beside the Pont 
du Diable. As there were big accident risks, the station was moved to a safer place 
below the castle in 1810.  
 

The association « Les Amis de l’Histoire des P.T.T. d’Alsace » (today SHPTA) had 
made excavations at the side in 1968, after which the telegraph station and the 
adjoining small house were rebuilt. 
 

In Mai 1998, on the occasion of the bicentenary of the opening of the line Paris-
Strasbourg, the museum which was installed in the stations house was inaugurated. In 
the museum the history of the optical telegraphy and its impact on the imagination of its 
contemporaries is described. In the tower one can learn the functioning of optical 
telegraphy and its impact on the imagination of its contemporaries is described. In the 
tower one can learn the functioning of the optical telegraphy, thanks to its mechanisms 
which is unique in eastern France.  
 
EVENTS: 
 

 

May, 15th  : official opening for the season 
June, 5th : DAY OF THE TELEGRAPHY 
CHAPPE 
From 10h00 until 18h00 - Demonstration of 
the mechanism, guidances and computer 
animation  
Entrance is free (donations are welcome) 
September 17th-18th : EUROPEAN DAYS OF 
MEMORIAL 
The optical telegraphy - Demonstration of the 
mechanism, guidances and computer 
animation  
Entrance is free (donations are welcome) 

Sale of the comic book « La Bête aux 
pattes noires – La fabuleuse histoire du 
Télégraphe Chappe » (Yigaël, Céka, 
GabiCuli – Editions SHPTA) 
THE COMIC “La bête aux pattes noires” : 
The authors Yigaël, Céka and GabiCuli 
were inspired by the Chappe tower of 
Saverne to write the comic book « La 
Bête aux pattes noires » (Editions 
SHPTA). The book was first printed in 
episodes in the sciences magazine 
Cosinus. 44 pages with an educational 
leaflet of 4 pages to illustrate the history 
of the telegraph Chappe – ancestor of 
modern telecommunications – on the 
basis of the adventures of three 
teenagers who solve a riddle… Available 
at the Chappe tower near Saverne, in the 
museum for communication in Riquewihr, 
in book shops and supermarkets in the 
Alsace and our web page 
www.shpta.com (Price: 12,00 €) 
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ACTIVITIES OF THE SHPTA - 2016 

 
Président : 
Jacques Perrier 
 

 
 
Secretariat / Accounts / 
Personnel management: 
Angélique Pyrdziak 
 
Documentation centre 
(Strasbourg). 
Appointments from Monday to 
Friday, from 8 a.m. to 12 a.m. and 
from 12.45 p.m. to 16.15 p.m. 
(except Friday afternoon). 
Phone: (0033) 3 88 52 98 99 
Fa : (0033) 3 88 52 18 11 
E-Mail: contact@shpta.com 
Facebook : http://minilien.fr/a0ntie 
 

 

 
HISTORY OF THE SHPTA : 
The association, which celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2013, was founded by 
employees and pensioners of the Mail and France Télécom, by historians and 
philatelists, among them Paul Charbon and Michel Dupouy. The siege of the association 
is in Strasbourg, rue de la Fonderie, with one of the biggest documentation centres 
about the history of the Mail in France. It publishes the yearly historical magazine 
« Diligence d’Alsace ». 
 
OBJECTIVE OF THE SHPTA : 
The objective of the association are historical researches in the Alsace, in the field of the 
Mail and the telecommunications, collection and preservation of objects and documents 
which concern the history of these areas as well as their distribution. 
Therefor it undertakes the following activities: historical studies of Post and 
Telecommunications (especially in the Alsace and the eastern provinces); the collection 
of objects, documents, pieces and materiel concerning this theme; the editing of 
publications; the participation in restoration and conservation of remains and documents 
concerning the history of the Mail and telecommunications; the management of the 
Musée de la Communication in Riquewihr, of the Chappe tower in Saverne and of the  
documentation centre in Strasbourg; publication of the yearly historical magazine 
« Diligence d’Alsace »; making available  objects and documents for different events.  
 
EVENTS 2016 : 
 
November, 26th – 27th  : Book fair in COLMAR 
SHPTA participates for years in this great event in Colmar. On the stand you will find the 
publications of the SHPTA, among them « Lettres de Malgré-Nous » (Editions La Nuée 
Bleue), the comic « La Bête aux pattes noires » (Yigaël-Céka-GabiCuli, Editions 
SHPTA) and « A la guerre, malgré moi ». Antoine Biache, director of SHPTA , who took 
an active part in the realisation of the two oeuvres about the « Malgré-Nous », together 
with some historians, will be present to sign the books. 
 
December, 9th-10th-11th : Christmas market of the Museums and crafts in 
OTTMARSHEIM (Haut-Rhin) 
 

 


